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Developing a high quality, proactive voluntary sector for the benefit of the residents of  

Dudley Borough by positively engaging partners in support of voluntary activity. 
 

AVAILABLE IN LARGE PRINT ON REQUEST 
Visit our website www.dudleycvs.org.uk 

Community Rights Made 
Real? - Discuss 
 The government’s proposed 
Localism and Decentralisation Bill 
contains a number of new 
Community Rights: the Right to 
Buy; the Right to Build; and the 
Right to Challenge.  
 The government says that 
Community Rights have the 
potential to empower local people 
to take control of local assets, have 
a greater say over public services 
and influence local development. 
But without access to information 
and support, some communities 
and socially excluded groups will be 
unable to take advantage of these 
opportunities, leaving them even 
further behind more affluent 
communities.  
 If communities are to take 
advantage of the potential 
opportunities they will need 
practical support, information, 
advice and inspiration. Dudley CVS 
is working with national charity 
Urban Forum, to deliver a creative 
and practical project which will 
investigate local needs, 
circumstances and aspirations to 
use Community Rights. The project 
is being funded by the Barrow 
Cadbury Trust.  
  

 Dudley CVS, together with 
local partners (such as Dudley MBC) 
aim to identify actions that will help 
meet these needs and support their 
implementation in the community. 
The evidence gathered will help us  
assess the needs and barriers, 
together with some solutions 
experienced by local groups. 
Ultimately, the information and 
analysis will be used as the basis for 
recommendations to the 
government to inform wider policy 
and practice in the future. 
How you can get involved 
 Dudley Voluntary Sector 
Network is hosting an event on 20th 
July in Brierley Hill to inform local 
voluntary groups about the 
possibilities of the Localism and 
Decentralisation Bill. The event will 
also invite local voluntary groups to 
share knowledge and experiences 
about their community. 
 Reservations to attend the 
event can be made online at 
www.vsn.eventbrite.com or via 
telephone: Sue Aldridge on 01384 
573381. The Urban Forum website 
has further information on the 
Localism Bill, go to: 
www.urbanforum.org.uk/briefings/
decentralisation-and-the-localism-
bill 

   


