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Developing a high quality, proactive voluntary sector for the benefit of the residents of  
Dudley Borough by positively engaging partners in support of voluntary activity. 

 

AVAILABLE IN LARGE PRINT ON REQUEST 
Visit our website www.dudleycvs.org.uk 

Partnership is Quality 
Accredited 
          The Black Country Volunteer 
Centre Partnership, which 
comprises Dudley CVS Volunteer 
Centre, Wolverhampton Volunteer 
Centre, Sandwell Volunteer Centre 
and Walsall Volunteer Centre, has 
received national recognition for the 
quality of its work.  
          Eileen Fielding of Dudley 
Volunteer Centre led on the 
application to Volunteering England, 
the national body that is committed 
to supporting, enabling and 
celebrating volunteering in all its 
diversity. Volunteering England also 
promotes innovation, good practice 
and management in the 
involvement of volunteers, so Eileen 
was particularly pleased to receive 
some high praise in their Quality 
Accreditation report.  
          The Partnership’s marketing 
plan was said to be “clear and 
specific” and there was “evidence of 
a confident planning/delivery and 
evaluating cycle.” A Training Needs 
Audit was said to have produced 
some “extremely effective 
partnership work” ultimately 
supporting the development of 
volunteer co-ordinator networks 
across the whole of the Black 
Country.  In addition, partnership 

campaigning activities on key issues 
that impact on volunteering had 
“produced positive outcomes with 
on going benefits.”       
          Self praise may not often be 
a valid recommendation, but in this 
case, we think it’s well deserved. 
Quality Accreditation reassures local 
voluntary, community and faith 
groups that the services they 
receive from Dudley CVS and other 
partners are top notch. 
          Well done, Eileen, Caroline 
Webb and Melissa Guest at Dudley 
CVS for all their hard work over 
eighteen months. Dudley CVS would 
also like to thank our partner 
Volunteer Centres across the Black 
Country for their time and effort 
towards achieving this prestigious 
award.   
 Dudley CVS Chief Officer, Andy 
Gray, said the Volunteer England 
Quality Accreditation award, 
together with the NAVCA Quality 
Award presented to Dudley CVS in 
2009, demonstrates a 
professionalism that permeates 
throughout everything Dudley CVS 
does. 
 

   

 
  



How can we 
help? 
 
Dudley CVS works with 
all community and 
voluntary groups, 
however small or big, 
and does not charge for 
its services. Working 
with a range of 
partners, Dudley CVS is 
at the forefront of 
voluntary and 
community sector 
representation. 
 
Specialist Help 
The Core Team offer 
support tailored to suit 
your needs, including 
help with organisational 
policies and 
procedures; and 
support with your 
management structure 
  
Keep up to date 
Find out about new 
developments affecting 
the voluntary and 
community sector and 
discuss them with 
others on our forum at: 
www.dudleycvs.org.uk  
 
Become a 
member 
Membership is free to 
any voluntary and 
community organisation 
operating in Dudley. 
Members enjoy a range 
of services and support. 
 
For more details 
contact: 
The Core Services 
Team on 01384 573381 
or email:  
core@dudleycvs.org.uk 
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Community Rights Survey  
 As the government’s Localism 
Bill continues its passage through 
Parliament, Dudley CVS has 
discovered there is very low 
voluntary sector and public 
awareness of what fundamental 
changes the Bill could bring about in 
local communities. Delegates 
attending a Dudley Voluntary Sector 
Network information event on 20th 
July admitted they had little or no 
knowledge of the potential 
opportunities and impact of the 
Localism Bill.  
 If parts of the bill become law, 
local people will get the right to 
challenge a local service they think 
they could run better or differently 
and the right to protect assets of 
community value. This means that 
community groups would be entitled 
to nominate public or private assets 
(land or buildings) to be included on 
a local authority’s list of assets of 
community value, and an asset 
owner would need to notify the local 
authority about the intention to sell 
the asset, giving community groups 
the chance to express an interest in 
bidding for it.  
 The bill also includes 
Neighbourhood Planning proposals 
which are intended to give local 
residents the chance to create a 
vision for their area. The decisions 
they make will feed in to a new 
formal planning process for the 
development of neighbourhoods.   
 Dudley CVS is keen to explore 
these new rights, develop support 
and share ideas. We have teamed 
up with Urban Forum (a national 
charity) to create a Community 
Rights Made Real project which aims 
to bring people together.  

 We have designed a simple 
survey that enables you to tell us 
what you think about the proposed 
Localism Bill. Your response will also 
enable us to develop the content for 
practical information discussion 
sessions in September.  
 Taking part in the Community 
Rights Made Real project will 
improve your knowledge, boost your 
confidence and help empower your 
group. Our findings will help 
influence national policy and put 
Dudley on the map! To take part in 
our survey simply log on to 
www.crsurvey.org.uk and tell us 
what you think. You can also contact 
Lorna Prescott on 01384 265363 or 
E-mail lorna@dudleycvs.org.uk  
website 
www.oursocietydudley.org.uk has 
more useful information.     









New Logo for Network 
 Dudley Children’s, Young 
People and Families Network 
(CYPFN) has a brand new logo.  
 Based on an original design by 
Stacey Simpson of the Brierley Hill 
Project, the stylized logo will feature 
on all CYPFN communications. Nicki 
Burrows of Dudley CVS, says the 
image suggests “inclusiveness and is 
perfect for what the network 
represents.”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 






